Town Of Charlestown

Charlestown Chatter

March 2009

Special Points of
Interest

e Town Meetings every second
Tuesday at 6:30 and fourth

VWednesday at 7:30.

¢ Planning and Zoning meets
the first Tuesday of the

month at 7:00.

e Trash Collection every Mon-
day except when a Holiday
falls on a Monday, it will be
picked up on Tuesday.
ook ikicllor

Post Office
410-287-2560

Hours
Monday through Friday
Lobby Hours

8:00 -5:15
Lunch  12:00 -1:15
Window Hours
8:30 —12:00
1:15 -5:00
Saturday
Lobby Hours
8:00 -12:00
Window Hours

10:00 —11:30

BEWARE
Neighborhood Watch Program

Our collapsing economy has been affecting everyone. There have been several
cars stolen and some burglary attempts. Please make a habit of locking your
cars, houses and sheds. Inorder to be proactive, the Town Officials are orga-
nizing a meeting on Tuesday, March 17, 2009 at 7PM at the Charlestown Fire
Company Hall to help communities within the town fo organize their own
Neighborhood Watch Program.. There has already been a strong showing of
interest. The Cecil County Sheriff's Office will be in attendance to help and
listen to your concerns. Please try to make the meeting!

EASTER EGG HUNT

The Charlestown Fire Company is hosting their annual Easter Egg Hunt on Sat-
urday, April 11th at 10AM. It will be held across the street from the Fire
Company at Fairgreen Park. Please remember to bring a bag or basket to put
your freasures inl!l

Building Permits Inside the Historic District

The Charlestown Historic District Commission would like to remind any-
one wishing to obtain building permits within the "Historic District" that they
must be received by the Historic Commission before the last Thursday of any
month.

Permit requests missing this deadline will have their consideration de-
layed for 30 days - until the next month's meeting. Permits within the His-
toric District must have Historic Commission approval in order to be consid-
ered for a County permit.

FOR SALE

Show your pride for the Town you live inlll Town Hall has stickers for your car
which have "CT" on them! They also have embroidered patches with the Town
Seal! Both are available for $5.00 each!
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BOATING SEASON OFFICIALLY BEGINS MARCH 15, 2009

Itis getting to be that time again, Sunday, March 15, is the first day one may occupy their Town Pier Boat Slip.
However, the $300 “Slip Fee” MUST be paid BEFORE the slip may be occupied. Wednesday, April 15, is the very last
day to be able to make payment in order to renew the slip contract.

If payment is not received by Wednesday, April 15, the slip can be offered to the next person on the waiting list.
Additionally, in order to maximize the use of the Town Pier, contracted slips MUST be actively occupied.

Any slips not regularly occupied during the season may be reassigned to the next person on the waiting list.
Also remember that all boats must have a current, Maryland registration.

FINALLY !!!
THE TOWN HALL IS READY AND ABLE TO ACCEPT CREDIT AND DEBIT CARDS

The staff at Town Hall are now able to accept payments by VISA, MASTER CARD, DISCOVER and AMERICAN EX-
PRESS and debit cards. Please note, however, there is a $5.00 fee for this service.

RESIDENTS VOTING IN THE TOWN ELECTION

If a resident is registered to vote in the General Election and would normally vote at the Charlestown Elementary
School, they are thereby able to vote in the annual Town of Charlestown elections.

If a resident does NOT want to be registered for the General Elections in Cecil County, Maryland, they may ob-
tain a “TOWN ONLY” registration card at the Town Hall.

“Every person who is a citizen of the United States, is at least eighteen (18) years of age, has resided within the
Town for at least three (3) months immediately preceding any Town election and is registered in accordance with the
provisions of this Charter shall be a registered voter of the Town. Every registered voter shall be entitled to vote at any
or all Town elections.”

(Charter of the Town of Charlestown, Article VI, Registration, Nomination, and Elections; Section 25-601. Voters.)

SNOWY AND ICY SIDEWALKS

A timely reminder we hope will not be “timely” for long. There is actually a spot in the “Charlestown Code”
(Article Il, Section 148-3 A & B) that deals with the responsibility for removal of snow and ice from a homeowner's
street-side walkway.

Briefly, it states that the sidewalk must be cleared within 24 hours after the snow has stopped. Icy sidewalks
shall be treated with enough of an appropriate substance to make travel reasonably safe and then, as soon as weather
permits, shall be cleaned to a path width of at least three (3) feet.

Also, make sure no snow is piled against any fire hydrants. Actually, if you have a fire hydrant near your home,
itis a really great idea to keep snow cleared from around it.
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HISTORIC CECIL INN RESTORATION

_}_ As some of you may already know, the Town has purchased the historic site located at 629 Bladen Street formerly known as |
the Cecil Inn. This site has played a significant role in the Town's history. An executive order was passed at the Town Meeting on
‘Tuesday, January 13®, 2009 and is summarized as follows:

The Town of Charlestown considers historical preservation a priority

It is the responsibility of the Town to promote the preservation and restoration of historically significant structures and sites
The structure requires stabilization as well as restoration prior to the determination of its final disposition

The Town anticipates considerable grants from historical preservation organizations _
The responsibility for designing and managing the restoration of the Cecil Inn will be assigned to a citizens Board appointed
by the President and approved by the Board of Town Commissioners for a term of three years. This board is referred to as :
the Cecil Inn Restoration Board.

e The Restoration Board shall:

Prepare a step by step plan for the restoration

Administer grants and other funds dedicated to the project

Report monthly to the Town Board on progress and plans

Recommend to the Town Board contracts for restoration work

Present requisitions and invoices to the Town Board

Prepare proposals for grants to support the restoration

Recommend to the Town Board the final disposition of the restored property
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The appointed members are as follows:
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Ron Edwards, Chair Susanne Fockler Virginia Gatch Richard Price
David Gordon Henry Burden Robert Phillips

Calvert Thurn Robert Gibson Steven Vandervort

Prosper Boudart Susan Gell Charles Murphy

The Restoration Board meets regularly on site.

If anyone has questions or would like to know more about the Cecil Inn restoration, please contact Ron Edwards, Chair, (443-553-
1092) or any of the Restoration Board members.

TOWN RECYCLABLES, YARD WASTE AND BULK COLLECTIONS

As a reminder, with Spring cleaning time arriving, the Town maintenance crew endeavors to collect recyclables on Monday, yard ,
waste on Tuesdays and bulk trash on Wednesdays. Recyclables are generally not a problem unless a new resident, or recycler, is |
{off the usual route. Yard waste items and bulk trash must be called into Town Hall to schedule collections. Please see the Welcome
to Charlestown” booklet (available at the Town Hall) for more information concerning this “trashy” subject.
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;":As a special note, the Town tries to stay on this schedule, but it is not always possible since the Maintenance Department has many
{other tasks which may interfere.

PRESCRIPTION CARDS

: Prescription cards from the National League of Cities will soon be available at Town Hall. This is NOT an insur-

ance card but a DISCOUNT card. Many of the stores in our area welcome these cards which will entitle the buyer to a 15- |
30 percent discount depending on the type of prescription. One card is good for the entire family. Please be sure to stop 3;'
fin the next couple of weeks to see if they have arrived! :
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